
Berniece M. Hansen
September 12, 1940 - September 9, 2024

PIERCE –Funeral service for Berniece M. (Hahn) Hansen, 83, of Sioux City
formerly of Crofton, will be held at 10:30 a.m., Friday, September 13, 2024 at
the St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Pierce. Father Vincent Germace will be
officiating the service. Interment will be held at the St. Joseph’s Catholic
Cemetery, rural Pierce. Visitation will be held from 4:00-7:00 p.m., Thursday,
also at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church with a Wake Service beginning at 7:00
p.m. In lieu of flowers, the family asks that memorials be made to the family
for a later designation. Berniece entered eternal rest on Monday, September
9, 2024 at Unity Point St. Luke's Hospital in Sioux City, IA. Stonacek Memorial
Chapel in Pierce is in charge of the arrangements. 

 

Berniece Marion (Hahn) Hansen, the oldest of three daughters born to Phil
and Irene (Uttecht), was born September 12th, 1940 and was baptized at
Brunswick, Ne. In 1946 they moved to Pierce, NE where she made her First
Communion, was confirmed, and attended St. Joseph parochial school
through the eighth grade. Berniece graduated from Pierce High School on
May 27th, 1959. During her high school tenure, she was active in the Future
Homemakers of America, Queens' attendant for the Future Farmers of
America, active in the Glee Club and a great supporter of the Athletic activities
of Pierce High School. 

 

Upon graduation she worked at the Lady of Lourdes hospital from 1959-1960



as a nurse assistant and then was put in charge of the nursery until 1963. 
 

On June 2nd of 1962 she married James L. “Country Jim” Hansen of Norfolk
at Saint Joseph’s Catholic Church in Pierce and to this union two children
were born, Pamela Kay in 1963 (now deceased) and Lynn James in 1965. At
this point Berniece became a "stay at home mother", working part time while
tendering our home and guiding our children through High School Graduation.

The family moved to Lincoln, Ne where Jim got his degree and she was active
in the Dames (Putting Husband Thru School), and then to Grand Island, Ne. 

 

In 1970, Jim worked for Chief Industries, and Berniece worked at the Dodge
Elementary School as a teachers aid and worked with the school lunch
program. She also taught CCD classes at Blessed Sacrament Parish as well
as a Brownie Scout leader till the family moved to Pleasant Hill, Iowa. 

In 1973, after moving to Pleasant Hill, IA., she was employed at the Pleasant
Hill School lunch program and was the manager for two years till the family
moved to Columbus, NE. In 1977, She managed the Lakeview High School
lunch program till 1981. 

 

The family's final move to Crofton in 1981, found Berniece as a Customer
Service Representative at the Crofton State Bank till its failure in 1983. Valley
State Bank (Now First National Bank of South Dakota) became her last stop
as a Customer Service Representative before her retirement on her birthday
in 2003. 

 

Berniece was a member of the Saint Rose of Lima Catholic Church in Crofton
and a member of the Ladies Guild and Christian Mothers, and a long-time
participant of the church prayer line. She was a Cashier and clerked for 35
years for the church bazaar. She is currently a member of Immaculate



Conception Church (Morning Side Ave), Sioux City, Iowa. 
 

She loved her family dearly and always put them first and herself later. She
took care of her parents during their time of ill health and special care during
the time of her daughters' terminal illness. 

 

The three grand-children just added to the enjoyment of life for her, always
having plenty of Cookies/Brownies, and Finger-Jello on hand when they came
visiting. 

 

Always time for a tea party with her only granddaughter, Bella. A meticulous
organizer, clean house, and never-ending quest of having the house
decorated for the different seasons, she always remembered those that
needed a card, got one on time. 

 

Those left behind to cherish Berniece's memory son Lynn Hansen and his
wife, Mary of Sioux City, IA, and their three children, Spencer James, Ian
Louis, and Isabella Rose, brother Kenneth Hahn and wife Sally, two sisters
Pat Christensen, and Diane Frederick of Norfolk, Ne., sister-in-law Janet Carl
of Manhattan, KS, brother-in-law Larry Hansen and wife Barbara of Norfolk,
Ne, and many nieces and nephews. 

 

She was preceded in death by her husband that she missed dearly Jim
“Country Jim” Hansen on April 15, 2024 (they would have celebrated their
62nd anniversary June, 2024), parents Phil and Irene Hahn, a brother Leroy, a
daughter Pamela Kay, father and mother-in-law Edwin and Mildred Hansen,
brother and sister-in-law George and Joyce Vessells, and Marvin Carl. 

At this time a final word. Country Jim always said when you have completed
your work, the Guy upstairs will come and get you! He has now called for me



and I want to say thank you for attending these services and sending me on
my eternal journey of rest. 

 

Condolences may be expressed to the family on-line at www.stonacekfuneralc
hapel.com.



Cemetery Details

St. Joseph's Catholic Cemetery - Rural Pierce

Rural Pierce
Pierce, NE 68767

Previous Events

Visitation

SEP 12. 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

St. Joseph's Catholic Church - Pierce
118 Willow St.
Pierce, NE 68767

Vigil Service

SEP 12. 7:00 PM (CT)

St. Joseph's Catholic Church - Pierce
118 Willow St.
Pierce, NE 68767

Funeral Service

SEP 13. 10:30 AM (CT)

St. Joseph's Catholic Church - Pierce
118 Willow St.
Pierce, NE 68767





Tribute Wall

JB

BH

MC

Jo Sejnoha - September 18, 2024 at 03:11 AM

just heard about Berniece's passing and feel sad I couldn't make
her funeral. We worked together in the drive-up at FNBSD now
FNBO, she was so caring and tried to be a perfectionist which none
of us are. She was so sweet and tried to care for everyione. Jo
Sejnoha, Yankton

Julie Blumer - September 13, 2024 at 09:11 AM

Oh Berniece was one of the sweetest ladies I worked with at First
National Bank SD. Prayers to all of you during this time

Barb Herian - September 11, 2024 at 02:18 PM

So sorry for your loss.

Mary Ann Casey - September 10, 2024 at 06:52 PM

I have known Berniece since 3rd grade. We went to catholic grade
school and Pierce high school together . We kept in contact over the
years with Christmas cards and telephone calls. I had just talked to
her several weeks ago. I’ll miss her. Mary Ann Casey



KK

Kathy (Hoffmann) Krier - September 11, 2024 at 03:46 PM

I also went to grade school with Berniece. She was a year ahead of me
& in the same class as my sister Lillian Hoffmann, Mary Ann Zechman
& Sabine Reding. I always loved Bernice’s quiet, gentle manner. She
was a very loving person that I feel strongly is welcomed by the angels
& all her loved ones who were waiting for her. My prayers for her
family. Kathy (Hoffmann) Krier

KK

Kathy (Hoffmann) Krier - September 11, 2024 at 04:01 PM

I also went to grade school with Bernice. She was a year ahead of me
with my sister, Lillian Hoffmann, Mary Ann Zechman, & Sabine Reding.
I always loved her gentle quiet ways & her empathy for others. I feel
she is welcomed by the angels and all her loved ones who have been
waiting for her. Prayers for her family. Kathryn (Hoffmann) Krier


