Larry L. Kortje

July 19, 1937 - April 28, 2025

NORFOLK - Funeral service for Larry L. Kortje, 87, of Norfolk, will be held at
10:30 a.m., Saturday, May 3, 2025 at Grace Lutheran Church, Norfolk.
Officiating the service will be Rev. Chris Asbury and Rev. Ray Wilke. Burial will
take place at a later date. Visitation will be held from 5:00 — 7:00 PM Friday, at
Stonacek Funeral Chapel, Norfolk. Military rites will be provided by the
American Legion Post 16, V.F.W. Post 1644 of Norfolk, American Legion
Riders, and the United States Army Honor Guard. Larry died on Monday, April
28, 2025 at the Heritage of Bel Air Nursing Home. Stonacek Funeral Chapel is
in charge of the arrangements.

Larry was born on July 19, 1937 near Bazile Mills, Nebraska to Henry and
Alma (Bohren) Kortje. He grew up there and attended grade school at a rural
country district school. His family later moved to Norfolk where he went to
Christ Lutheran School and graduated from Norfolk Senior High in 1955. He
then attended and graduated from Norfolk Junior College with an Engineering
Degree, and went on to the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.

Larry married Donna Nelson on March 15, 1959 at Grace Lutheran Church,
and made Norfolk their home for the next 66 years of their married life. Larry
served in the United States Army from September 11, 1959 to March 10,
1960. He served in the Nebraska National Guard for years, until his honorable
discharge. Larry was a sharp shooter, and was awarded the Nebraska



National Guardsman of the Year in 1964. He worked at the Department of
Roads for 5 years, Chicago Western Railroad for 5 years, and then in
management at Dale Electronics until he retired in 2000.

He enjoyed bowling, leather working, wood working, lawn mowing, RC planes,
gardening, and Westerns - especially John Wayne movies. Larry was an avid
fisherman and hunter, and always looked forward to going on his annual deer
hunting trip near North Platte. He used to raise and band pheasants for the
Nebraska Game and Park Commission. Larry looked forward to planting a
huge vegetable garden every spring, and loved to share his bountiful harvest
with friends and neighbors. He was a member of the 2-Cylinder Tractor Club,
and took great pride in his 1947 John Deere B and displayed it often at the
Sunset Plaza show. His uncle bought it new and was the first in the Knox
County area to have a tractor. Larry and Donna enjoyed square dancing with
the 49er’s Club, working out at the YMCA, and traveling. For years they hit
every spot on the Nebraska Passport program.

Larry was a faithful man of God, and a member of Grace Lutheran Church in
Norfolk. There he served as elder, volunteered in Sunday school
administration activities, participated in the choir, and delivered meals on
wheels. Larry’s passion was his family. He was a loving and devoted son,
husband and father. He mentored his children, and encouraged and guided
their academic endeavors and other interests throughout their lives. He was
leader in the Boy Scouts of America for many years. He loved animals, and
was especially fond of his grand dogs and cats.

Survivors include his wife Donna Kortje and son Kevin Kortje (Sara Abler) of
Norfolk; daughter Penny Kortje of Alexandria, VA; sister Marlene (Fred)
Knievel of Clearwater, NE, and their four children, Jana, Jodie, Jerrell, and
Julie of various states. He was preceded in death by his parents Henry and
Alma Kortje.



Condolences may be expressed to the family on-line at www.stonacekfuneralc
hapel.com.



Previous Events
Visitation

MAY 2. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Stonacek Funeral Chapel - Norfolk
1200 N.13th St.

Norfolk, NE 68701

(402) 371-7676
info@stonacekfuneralchapel.com
https://stonacekfuneralchapel.com/

Funeral Service

MAY 3. 10:30 AM (CT)

Grace Lutheran Church - Norfolk
416 Park Ave.
Norfolk, NE 68701


mailto:info@stonacekfuneralchapel.com
https://stonacekfuneralchapel.com/

Tribute Wall

Dear Donna and family. we want to express our deepest sympathy
to you and your family on the loss of Larry. We're sure that you have
many fond memories of your long life together which will help get
you through this difficult period of time. Again, our sympathy on your
loss. Bob & Marion Geyer

Bob Geyer - May 04, 2025 at 04:01 PM

Larry is my uncle, here are some memorable memories | have,
Larry was an inspiration for me in my older adult years, when | was
going through some trying times | remember him telling me That
whatever doesn'’t Kill you only makes you stronger and to this day |
have referred back to that phase many times and it always seems to
give me some kind of comfort. Then there were those family fishing
trips that my Mom and Dad(Wes and Violet) and my sister Lori and
Larry and Donna and Kevin took to Lake Ponnsett where we stayed
in Mundts cabins and when | became that annoying brat
complaining about everything the adults would tell me, Go eat a
cold weenie and shut up!! That may sound harsh but it was all in
good fun, oh by the way | would always throw rocks in the lake and
scare their fish away. | also remember those leather book bags he
made for Lori and I(Lynette) | can still remember the smell of that
leather. All’s | can say those were the days | didn’t know that then
but | sure do now. In Loving Memory of Larry!! From Lynette Barg

Lynette Barg - May 01, 2025 at 09:02 PM



With Love purchased the Arrive in Style for the
family of Larry L. Kortje.

With Love - May 01, 2025 at 11:50 AM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Larry L. Kortje.

April 30, 2025 at 06:37 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial

Tree</a> was planted in honor of Larry L. Kortje.

April 30, 2025 at 06:37 PM

Jana, Jodie, Jerrell and Julie purchased the Sere -
ne Retreat for the family of Larry L. Kortje.

Jana, Jodie, Jerrell and Julie - April 30, 2025 at 01:18 PM


https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

