L.eona M. Nissen
May 23, 1927 - March 20, 2026

PLAINVIEW — Funeral service for Leona M. Nissen, 98, of Plainview, will be
held at 11:00 a.m., Friday, March 27, 2026 at the Zion Lutheran Church in
Plainview. Rev. Glenn Meyer will be officiating the service. Interment will be
held at the Hillcrest Memorial Park Cemetery, Norfolk. Visitation will begin one
hour prior to the service on Friday also at the church. Leona passed away on
Friday, March 20, 2026 at the Plainview Manor. Stonacek Memorial Chapel in
Pierce is in charge of the arrangements.

Leona was born on May 23, 1927 in Plainview, Nebraska to Gustav and
Mattie (Butterfield) Gast. She attended grade school at rural District 13 and
also at Zion Lutheran School in Plainview before graduating from Plainview
High School in 1944. She was baptized on June 12, 1927 and confirmed on
March 17, 1940 both at Zion Lutheran Church in Plainview. Leona married
Harlan G. Nissen on December 29, 1946 at Zion Lutheran Church in
Plainview. To this union 3 children, Connie Michael and Sherlyn. Harlan and
Leona lived west of Osmond for 10 years and were members of Immanuel
Lutheran Church. They moved to the Gus Gast farm 4 miles south of
Plainview where Leona grew up. They later moved to the George Volk farm 2
miles south and lived there until moving to town in 1990. Leona continued to
be a member of Zion Lutheran Church in Plainview until the time of her death.
Leona loved her church and did a lot to make her place of worship a place
where she wanted to be.



Leona then moved to The Meadows in Norfolk in 2011 and then to the
Plainview Manor in October of 2022. She was the Choir Director at Immanuel
Lutheran church in Osmond and then at Zion. Leona was a member of the
Ladies Aid at Zion, the American Legion Auxiliary, the Auxiliary Quartet and
held county and local offices. She sang at many memorial services for over 45
years in Plainview and sometimes Osmond and also sang for many weddings
and funerals. Leona loved her music and singing with her sisters Verleen,
Norma and Dorothy. The sisters made a record of many of the songs they
learned at the Lutheran School. Wherever the Gast Girls were they were
always asked to sing. I'm sure Leona and her sisters are now singing "Heaven
is My Home". Leona won first prize at a singing contest at the age of 13 when
she sang the “Lord's Prayer” and “Be Still My Soul”. Leona was a member of
the Plainview Manor Board and the Foundation Board and was a volunteer at
the Clown Museum. She worked for Paul and Helen Huigens Grocery Store
and helped out at Zion's Daycare. Leona enjoyed playing cards, going to
dances and later going to Harlan's Army reunions that took them to many
places.

Leona is survived by her children; Connie (Joe) Throener, Michael (Carolyn)
Nissen of Norfolk and Sherlyn (Barry) Eckstrom of Pierce, grandchildren;
Regina (Chad) Neuhalfen of Lincoln, Stephanie Nissen and Melissa Nissen of
Norfolk, Scott Nissen of Westminster, CO., Wade (Linda) Kiichler of Norfolk,
Trent Kiichler of Castle Rock, CO., Lucas Kiichler of Madison, WI., 8 great-
grandchildren, 2 step-grandchildren and 1 step-great great granddaughter.

Leona is preceded in death by her husband, Harlan in 2007, grandson Paul
Throener, brothers; Gerald, Raymond, Rollie, Lloyd and Jim, sisters; Maureen
Smith, Phyllis Johnson, Wilma Seevers, Winfred Olinger, Dorothy Uhlir,
Norma Gnewuch, Verleen Dickinson, and 1 grand-daughter in-law Theresa
Kiichler.



Condolences may be expressed to the family on-line at www.stonacekfuneralc
hapel.com.



Cemetery Details

Hillcrest Memorial Park Cemetery - Norfolk

1950 N. 13th St.
Norfolk, NE 68701

Previous Events
Visitation

MAR 27. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Zion Lutheran Church - Plainview

102 N 6th St.

Plainview, NE 68769
https://www.zionlutheranplainview.org/

Funeral Service

MAR 27. 11:00 AM (CT)

Zion Lutheran Church - Plainview

102 N 6th St.

Plainview, NE 68769
https://www.zionlutheranplainview.org/


https://www.zionlutheranplainview.org/
https://www.zionlutheranplainview.org/

Tribute Wall

What a beautiful person with a beautiful voice. Our family will be
forever mindful of coming to your farm to hold the little pigs. What
fun for city kids who had never seen baby farm animals. She was
also one of the best bakers in the country. Loved all her creations.
Pretty special woman.

Jean Taylor and family - March 25 at 03:19 PM
Pat, Jean and our families with love purchased

the Arrive in Style for the family of Leona M.
Nissen.

Pat, Jean and our families with love - March 25 at 03:13 PM

Pat, Jean and our families with love planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Leona M. Nissen.

Pat, Jean and our families with love - March 25 at 03:13 PM

Todd & Sharon and Brock & Jody purchased the
Serene Retreat for the family of Leona M. Nissen.

Todd & Sharon and Brock & Jody - March 25 at 02:10 PM


https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Cole Neuhalfen purchased the Beautiful in Blue
for the family of Leona M. Nissen.

Cole Neuhalfen - March 24 at 02:18 PM

My deepest condolences to the entire !
extended family and friends! Such a nice lady!

Brian Schlote - March 24 at 02:01 PM

So sorry to hear of Leona’s passing. She was a great person. My
condolences to family and friends!

Connie Mosel - March 24 at 04:14 PM

| always enjoyed working with Leona at my mother’s IGA store. We
had a lot of laughs and to this day | have many of her recipes in my
recipe box. Those were good times. My deepest sympathy to the
Nissen family.

Catherine (Huigens) and Russ Sears

Catherine Sears - March 23 at 05:07 PM

I had no idea she ever worked for your Mother at the IGA!

Brian Schlote - March 24 at 02:02 PM


https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Thomas Huigens lit a candle in memory of |

Leona Nissen

Thomas Huigens - March 21 at 02:06 PM

Connie, Mike, Sherry along with Leona's extended family please
accept my sincere condolences on the loss of your mother,
grandmother and great grandmother. So many memories of working
with Leona at Huigens IGA. She always had an upbeat look on life,
liked to laugh and yet, at times came across with "motherly" advice
on various topics during the work shifts we shared. Such a beautiful
lady inside and out. Remember, "she is just a smile away".

Thomas Huigens - March 21 at 02:04 PM



