Max J. Unseld Jr.

October 11, 1937 - April 15, 2025

PIERCE — Mass of Christian burial for Max Joseph Unseld Jr., 87, of Pierce,
will be held at 10:30 a.m., Wednesday, April 23, 2025, at the St. Joseph’s
Catholic Church in Pierce. Father Pat McLaughlin and Father Dave Bourek
will be officiating the service. Interment will be held at the parish cemetery,
rural Pierce. Visitation will be 4:00-7:00 p.m., Tuesday also at St. Joseph’s
Catholic Church in Pierce with a vigil service beginning at 7:00 p.m. Military
rites will be conducted by the Tomek-Otto Post #72 American Legion of
Pierce, American Legion Riders, and the United States Army Honor Guard.
Max passed away on Tuesday, April 15, 2025, at the Faith Regional Hospital
in Norfolk. Stonacek Memorial Chapel in Pierce is in charge of the
arrangements.

Max was born in Tilden, Nebraska on October 11, 1937 to Max Sr. and Maria
Unseld. The family moved to the farm west of Pierce in 1941. Max attended
country school District #55 and then St. Joseph’s Catholic School before
graduating from Pierce High School in 1955. While in high school, Max was
involved in the Vocational Ag Program and enjoyed engineering projects. He
even built his own rye tractor so they could stop using horses and did custom
work with it for $1.00/acre.

After graduating, Max served in the United States Army as a tracked vehicle
mechanic from November 20, 1956 until August 19, 1958; spending some of



the time stationed in Germany. While there, he was able to visit his relatives
and even attend his grandmother’s funeral. He was discharged with the rank
of Specialist.

Upon his return, Max said he and his dad “bached it” and farmed until he met
Arlene Ridder in January 1963. They were married on December 28, 1963, at
the St. Leonard’s Catholic Church in Madison. After marriage, they farmed
west of Pierce where they raised 10 children. Max enjoyed learning and
building new things. In 2010, Max and Arlene moved to Pierce where they
enjoyed retirement, although Max still enjoyed driving out to the farm to check
on the boys and his farm.

Max enjoyed farming, tinkering in the shop, attending airshows, time on the air
boat, and spending time with family. He loved driving his VW Passat and
visiting friends and neighbors. Max enjoyed learning how things worked,
taking them apart, and fixing them. He was boldly patriotic while being proud
of his German heritage, passing both down to all his children. He enjoyed old
country music and polka. He loved German Shepherds and all animals, even
raising an orphaned squirrel. Max lived by faith and always spoke his mind; a
friendly debate was his specialty. He was a pillar of the Pierce community, and
his legacy will live on for generations to come.

Survivors include wife Arlene Unseld, children Sharon (Bret) Krueger of
Sheridan, WY, Bonnie (Darren) Apfel of Norfolk, Irene (John) Barnes of
Norfolk, Dan (Amy) Unseld of Pierce, Judy Zimmerer of Pierce, Tammy (Pete)
Balmer of Mora, MN, Karen (Chad) Altwine of Tabor, SD, Byron (Lindsey)
Unseld of Pierce, Christopher (Kelli) Unseld of Pierce, and Jennifer (Ryan)
Kenyon of Harrisburg, SD; 34 grandchildren, 31 great-grandchildren, sisters-
in-law Betty Barrett of Scio, Oregon and Millie Ridder of Madison, Nebraska,
and many nieces and nephews.



Preceded in death by parents Max Sr. and Maria Unseld, sisters Hilda and
husband Dale Milke, Ann and husband Don Campbell, and his brother Frank.
In-laws Ted and Vicki Ridder, Lowell Barrett, Fred Ridder, Grace and Norb
Zimmerer, and Clara Ridder.

Casket bearers will be Codi Krueger, Kyle Apfel, Cole Barnes, Austin Unseld,
Noah Zimmerer, Isaac Balmer, Tristan Unseld, and Cayden Unseld. Honorary
casket bearers will be Tina Krueger, Kelsi Martinez, Josh Apfel, Scott Apfel,
Darien Garduno, Justine Apfel, Brooke Apfel, Tori Murphy, Tess Barnes,
Bailey Barnes, Gabe Barnes, Shannah Corliss, Tyler Unseld, Devon Unseld,
Brielle Unseld, Sidney Waldner, Madox Balmer, Graham Balmer, Samantha
Pedersen, Allison Altwine, Cassie Altwine, Kiera Altwine, Emelyn Unseld,
Grady Unseld, Cora Unseld, and Klaire Unseld.

Condolences may be expressed to the family on-line at www.stonacekfuneralc
hapel.com.



Cemetery Details

St. Joseph's Catholic Cemetery - Rural Pierce

Rural Pierce
Pierce, NE 68767

Previous Events
Visitation

APR 22. 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

St. Joseph's Catholic Church - Pierce
118 Willow St.
Pierce, NE 68767

Vigil Service

APR 22. 7:00 PM (CT)

St. Joseph's Catholic Church - Pierce
118 Willow St.
Pierce, NE 68767

Mass of Christian Burial

APR 23. 10:30 AM (CT)

St. Joseph's Catholic Church - Pierce
118 Willow St.
Pierce, NE 68767






Tribute Wall

Roger and | extend our sympathy to all the family!! Cherish all your
memories! Roger & Joyce Tacey, Osmond, NE

Roger Tacey - April 26, 2025 at 04:51 PM
Cole R. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Max J. Unseld Jr..

Cole R. - April 22, 2025 at 02:56 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Max J. Unseld Jr..

April 21, 2025 at 05:05 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Max J. Unseld Jr..

April 21, 2025 at 01:01 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Max J. Unseld Jr..

April 21, 2025 at 01:01 PM


https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Max J. Unseld Jr..

April 21, 2025 at 10:13 AM

Jean and family purchased the Magnificent Life S
pray for the family of Max J. Unseld Jr..

Jean and family - April 19, 2025 at 10:12 AM

Jean and family planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?

Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Max J. Unseld Jr..

Jean and family - April 19, 2025 at 10:12 AM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Max J. Unseld Jr..

April 18, 2025 at 03:05 PM


https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4324&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4324&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4324&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Max J. Unseld Jr..

April 18, 2025 at 02:01 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Max J. Unseld Jr..
April 18, 2025 at 02:01 PM

The Milke families purchased the Gracious Laven
der Basket for the family of Max J. Unseld Jr..

The Milke families - April 18, 2025 at 01:48 PM

The Milke families planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Max J. Unseld Jr..
The Milke families - April 18, 2025 at 01:48 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Max J. Unseld Jr..

April 18, 2025 at 10:53 AM


https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Ashley Arens purchased the Medium Dish Garde
n for the family of Max J. Unseld Jr..

Ashley Arens - April 17, 2025 at 08:30 PM

Crystal Cross Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Max J. Unseld Jr..

April 17, 2025 at 07:45 PM
A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Max J. Unseld Jr..

April 17, 2025 at 07:45 PM
Max was a great neighbor and a true friend to my parents. Rest in
Peace Max. Dick Evans

Richard Lee Evans - April 17, 2025 at 06:01 PM
Many condolences and prayers for Max and family. He raised a
lovely family and was a very holy man. Heaven has gained another

light of Christ! Kit Cedfeldt and family

Katherine Cedfeldt - April 17, 2025 at 03:31 PM
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https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4351&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

So sorry to hear of Max's passing. He was a good friend and
neighbor when I lived on the farm. Every now and then he would
give me a call and it was always delightful to hear his voice and
catch up on life in Pierce County. He was always going to drop in on
his way to Omaha and | was going to drop by whenever | was in the
Pierce area. Neither of us got that accomplished sad to say. | have
so many fond memories of the Unseld family - back to my Mom's
gardening challenges with "old" Max. They were always competing
for the first radishes of the spring. My love and sympathy to you all.
Leola (Evans) Bonge

Leola (Evans) Bonge - April 17, 2025 at 12:58 PM

Max was my God parent and a very holy man! May heaven sing

praises upon his arrival!

Karen Johnson - April 17, 2025 at 09:03 AM

Angela -Selck-Cadwallader purchased the Beauti
ful in Blue for the family of Max J. Unseld Jr..

Angela -Selck-Cadwallader - April 16, 2025 at 09:40 PM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Max J. Unseld Jr..

April 16, 2025 at 12:33 PM
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