Richard D. Buckendahl

July 8, 1953 - September 12, 2024

NORFOLK — Funeral service for Richard D. Buckendahl, 71, of Norfolk will be
held at 10:00 a.m., Thursday, September 19, 2024 at Our Savior Lutheran
Church in Norfolk. Pastor Eric Gradberg will be officiating the service.
Interment will be at the Stanton Cemetery, Stanton. Visitation will be 4:00-7:00
p.m., Wednesday, at Stonacek Funeral Chapel in Norfolk. Richard passed
away on Thursday, September 12, 2024 at the University of Nebraska Medical
Center in Omaha. Stonacek Funeral Chapel is in charge of the arrangements.

Richard Dale Buckendahl was born July 8th 1953, the fifth and last child of
Anne Marie (Peters) and William Jr. Buckendahl. He always said that they
stopped with perfection. Rich was born and raised on his family farm South of
Stanton, where he worked the fields and tended to the livestock. His youth
was filled with happy memories, family, and lots of work. He graduated from
Stanton High School in 1971.

September 20th of 1975, Rich married Jo Ann Volbrecht, and the couple
moved to the family farm. The young couple started their family and welcomed
two boys, Joe and Jeff to the world. During this time, Rich was working
towards his dream of continuing the family tradition of farming, and farrowing
sows. He was also working at the packing house in Madison to make sure the
family was cared for.



In 1981, the family moved to Madison Nebraska where they saw troubles and
triumph. The young family survived a devastating fire, but also welcomed their
baby girl, Mindy. During these years, Jo Anns mental health started to decline
and sadly, the couple divorced. Rich and the kids moved to Beemer Nebraska
where he worked at Beemer Pig Coop. He raised his three children on his
own and created a lifetime of memories, instilling positive values, and a deep-
seated love of the outdoors and Husker football into them. Rich assured that
his kids never went without. He devoted his heart and soul into assuring they
were cared for and loved. He never missed a game or a concert.

In 1997, after Joe had graduated, Rich, Jeff, and Mindy moved to Norfolk
Nebraska. During these years, Rich worked at Tractor Supply Company,
Bethphage, and then the Norfolk Veterans Home.

In 2000, Richard bought 13 acres South of Norfolk, and turned this property
into a hobby farmers dream. Raising at 1 time or another, bucket calves, pigs,
goats, chickens, turkeys, and bees (best local honey from a totally unbiased
opinion).

In 2006, Richard married Melissa Miller. The couple enjoyed spending time
with children/grandchildren, playing penny slots at the casino, and traveling.
Richards final job prior to retirement was at Countryside Home in Madison. He
cherished his years in healthcare. Making lifelong friendships and memories.
Always saying how he missed all the hugs he received.

After retirement, Rich spent his years, gardening (he always had the best
gardening and canning advice and tips), woodworking (he made many
furniture pieces that will be cherished forever), tinkering, and attending his
grandchildren’s events.

The world will never be the same without his kindness, bright smile,



contagious laugh, reassuring wink, witty sense of humor, and the warmest
hugs anyone could imagine. He had a way about him that radiated positivity.
He always gave compliments, to see the smile on another’s face. He said
“‘Compliments are free, might as well give them.”.

Richard is proceeded in death by his father, mother, and his first love, Jo Ann
Buckendahl.

He is survived by his two son, Jeff (Mary) Buckendahl of Hoskins, Joe (Tracie
Davis) Buckendahl of Omaha, daughter Mindy (Josh Nienaber) Buckendahl of
Norfolk. 10 grandchildren, Colby Erickson, Machella Buckendahl, Brody
Buckendahl, Amilio Diaz, Alex Jaras, Angelo Diaz, Isaiah Buckendahl, Denali
Buckendahl, and Dominic and Danika Nienaber, and 1 great grandchild,
Kallee Diaz.

Casket bearers will be Joshua Nienaber, Dominic Nienaber, Colby Erickson,
Brody Buckendahl, Bill Ohlson, and Zach Hurley.

Per Richs request, in lieu of flowers, all memorial offerings will be sent to St.
Jude.



Previous Events
Visitation

SEP 18. 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Stonacek Funeral Chapel - Norfolk
1200 N.13th St.

Norfolk, NE 68701

(402) 371-7676
info@stonacekfuneralchapel.com
https://stonacekfuneralchapel.com/

Funeral Service

SEP 19. 10:00 AM (CT)

Our Savior Lutheran Church
2420 W. Omaha Ave.
Norfolk, NE 68701
http://www.oursav.org/

Graveside Service

SEP 19. 11:00 AM (CT)

Stanton Cemetery - Rural Stanton
83899 Nebraska 57
Stanton, NE 68779


mailto:info@stonacekfuneralchapel.com
https://stonacekfuneralchapel.com/
http://www.oursav.org/
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Stonacek Funeral Chapel created a Tribute Video in memory of
Richard D. Buckendahl
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Stonacek Funeral Chapel - September 17, 2024 at 02:25 PM

So sorry for your loss -- the hurt is real!! Joe, Jeff & Mindy - y'all are so
very blessed to have had such a caring & loving Dad - giving you kids
guidance for successful & productive lives. To God be the Glory!! May
the love of Jesus comfort & sustain you at this difficult time. I'm keeping
you in my thoughts & prayers. Hugs, Cindy Daum Janssen, Jo Ann's
step sister.

Cindy Daum Janssen step sister to JoAnn - September 18, 2024 at 03:14
PM



Dick (Richard) grew up on a farm 1 mile west of the farm | grew up
on in Stanton County. We went to District 34 country school and
Stanton High School together. Dick, Dennis Sperl (deceased) and
me were in the same grade all through elementary and high school.
We were also in FFA together. | considered Dick a friend growing up
because we had a common history. | remember Dick being
extremely shy, talked with a lisp, and like me and Dennis, were just
country bumpkins compared to our city counterparts in high school.
I lost contact with Dick after we finished high school, which | regret.
When | read the obituary, | was very impressed with the man Dick
became, the life he led and the family he raised. He was a
dedicated father and family man and lived an authentic life anyone
would be proud of. My condolences to his children and his siblings.
Daniel Davidson

Daniel Davidson - September 28, 2024 at 11:11 AM

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Richard D. Buckendahl.

September 18, 2024 at 12:08 AM

3 files added to the album LifeTributes

Stonacek Funeral Chapel - September 17, 2024 at 12:18 PM


https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

97 files added to the album Life Tributes

Stonacek Funeral Chapel - September 17, 2024 at 10:19 AM

| have had the pleasure to work with Rich at "
the vets home, have a lot of good memories,

he was a special friend and | will never forget | i
him. RIP my friend, we will see each other u
again soon your friend Jeannie

jeannie - September 16, 2024 at 08:55 PM

I had the pleasure of meeting with Rich on two occasions. The last
time | visited him was at Faith Regional Hospital. We had a lovely
chat and we prayed together. He had the most interesting stories
and an impish grin.

D Spence

Deb Spence - September 15, 2024 at 09:24 PM



Dad you were the greatest man | ever knew. Thank you for
everything you ever did for me. | could always count on you to give
me the most recent husker news. | love you dad and | miss you very
much.

Joe Buckendahl - September 12, 2024 at 09:33 PM

You had a very special dad

jeannie - September 16, 2024 at 08:59 PM



